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We are aware of and have read Erin Prophet’s newly published book.  We recognize that it is 
based on Erin’s account of a period in her life that included participation in the leadership of The 
Summit Lighthouse.  We wish Erin and her family well, and we pray that she finds resolution and 
peace. 
 
This book makes various allegations regarding Erin’s mother, Elizabeth Clare Prophet, the now-
retired leader of The Summit Lighthouse.  As Mrs. Prophet’s declining medical condition has 
robbed her of the ability to communicate, she cannot address her daughter’s allegations, and we 
cannot speak for Mrs. Prophet regarding those events. 
 
Many of the book’s passages relate to events that occurred 15 to 20 years ago.  The Summit 
Lighthouse has changed significantly since then, having: 

• adopted a collaborative leadership system; 
• provided spiritual nourishment to a widely dispersed and diversified membership in more 

than 250 cities throughout the world, as well as in Montana; 
• collaborated with national, state and local agencies to effect conscientious stewardship of 

its land and protection for local wildlife;  
• completed a major renovation and expansion of the organization’s worldwide 

headquarters, including offices for a staff of seventy-five and the main chapel, which 
serves as an inspiration to its international membership; and 

• published over 100 inspirational titles, with many translated into 27 languages and sold in 
40 countries. 

 
We understand that the perspectives offered in Erin’s book reflect memories from an unusual 
childhood and maternal relationship, famous parents and an extraordinarily public family life.  
Our membership, however, remembers Mrs. Prophet as a devoted, inspiring spiritual teacher who 
helped unknown numbers change their lives for the better. 
 
This book does not invalidate our belief system, which consists of time-honored tenets of faith 
from the foundations of major world religions.  We believe it would be an injustice to base any 
characterization of our organization or its members on a personal memoir that does not reflect 
The Summit Lighthouse in 2008, now celebrating its 50th anniversary.  A more current portrayal 
of what we stand for can be found on our website at www.summitlighthouse.org. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to be represented today through this statement. 
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