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My name is Cary Silverman and I am running for Ward 2 on the D.C. 
Council. 
 
Please limit your responses to 100 words.  Any responses beyond the 100 word limit will be 
cut due to space limitations. 
 
1. Name the two biggest challenges facing the Washington DC and briefly explain how 
you would work to solve them.  (Maximum 100 words) 
 

1. Educational opportunity. 
• Ensure school modernization stays on track; 
• Transform schools into centerpieces of the community – where we vote, hold 

meetings, and have government offices; 
• Establish a community college system; 
• Restore vocational training; 
• Protect closing schools for future generations;  
• Ensure children have libraries and recreation centers for the 21st Century. 

 
2. Safer neighborhoods. 

• Strengthen community policing; 
• Give police the tools they need; 
• More police living in D.C.; 
• Use financial resources most effectively; 
• More officers on streets, so we are not continually reassigning officers in 

response to the latest crime. 
 
2. Name the two biggest challenges facing the United States, and briefly explain how 
you would work to solve them.   (Maximum 100 words) 
 

1. The growing divide between the “Haves” and the “Have Nots.”  I will ensure we keep 
the diversity that makes the District a great place to live by advocating for policies 
that allow people from all income levels and professions to live here and for small 
businesses to not only survive, but to flourish. 

 
2. The rising cost of fuel and food.  As the economy worsens and prices rise, we need 

to expand mass transit capacity, adopt green policies, and support programs that 
ensure all people have access to nutritious food. 
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3. Name a political figure (either local or national) you greatly admire and explain why.  
(Maximum 100 words)  
 
Harry Truman.  He was truly a common individual who fell into the presidency and stepped up 
to the challenge during a very difficult time.  He had the courage to desegregate the military 
and propose a civil rights platform, despite strong opposition within his party.  He had the 
foresight to propose the Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan.  He recognized the State of 
Israel.  He had to make the difficult decision of using the bomb to quickly end the war.  He 
upheld civilian control over the military when he dismissed the popular General MacArthur, 
who attempted to circumvent the president’s directions. 
 
4.  Name two specific skills or experiences that make you uniquely qualified to 
represent Ward 2 on the City Council.  (Maximum 100 words)  
 
I know Ward 2 well.  I have lived in Georgetown, worked and attended graduate and law 
school in Foggy Bottom, volunteered on the Shaw Main Streets Board of Directors, and served 
as president of the neighborhood associations in Logan Circle and Mount Vernon Square.  I 
am also active in the Chinatown Revitalization Council. 
 
I have the experience and background to serve as a strong advocate for Ward 2 and our city.  
My law practice includes legislative advocacy and public policy.  I have a masters degree in 
public administration and a bachelors degree in business management. 
 
5. How long have you lived in Ward 2 and how has it changed since that date?  Explain 
why those changes have been to the benefit or detriment of local residents. (Maximum 
100 words) 
 
I have lived in Ward 2 since 1997.  The ward has changed dramatically due to the housing 
boom, with some changes benefiting local residents, others harming them, and, in some ways, 
it has not changed.  Benefits: More people moving here, increase in neighborhood retail.  
Detriments: Rising property taxes, difficulty for small business survival, loss of vocational 
training, inability for public services to afford to live in the city, shift in interest from 
neighborhoods to sport stadiums and developers.  Unchanged: Failed education system (only 
beginning to move forward), substandard parks and libraries, vacant property, non-
enforcement of quality-of-life laws and crimes. 
 
6.  Fill in the following blanks (Maximum two sentences): 
 
 a) The most recent book I read and enjoyed was The Great Bridge by David 
McCullough. 
 b) My favorite television show/movie is Rocky. 
 c) In my spare time I love to play pool, bike, and travel. 
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